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ing a strong protest against any sort of an agreement at London. Al-
though the Admirals say that America and England increasingly
encroach upon our navy strength by means of treaties, I feel that the
Government must avoid any unlimited naval building race at this time
and make economic readjustments at home. The farmers, fishermen,
and working classes are badly situated, Fm told."
"Well, Prince Saionji, today I have a request to make-*'
"What is it, Koizumi-san?"
"Well, I'd like to have your own story of your life-"
"Huh, I'm sorry but I don't do that."
"That's why I'd like to have it. Such records from your own lips
will be invaluable some day as a part of the country's authentic history.
Only a glimpse of your experience can be seen in your own narrative,
that tiny book published thirty or forty years ago/'
**I dislike so-called biography* exaggerating the man, his achieve-
ments and so forth, Some time ago, Takckoshi-san wanted to do the
same, I objected to it but added, however, that I would not mind if
he wrote his impressions on my hobbies, interests, and character. A
clever description on these points is interesting to read. After all, you
may not be able to find anything new about my past."
"Well, Prince Saionji, although I'd rather like to undertake that,
I'll bring some questions* How is that? You see, Takekoshi-san
is a scholar and credited with several books, but he is academic. I am
told that both Kimura Ki-lum and Shirayanagi Shuko-kun are prepar-
ing your biographies, but they don't know you."
"So, in other words, you want to be both a biographer and ray
friend Is that it?"
"Well, Prince Saionji-" The 'tea-master' scratched his head
"Huh, you know how to get your way, don't you? But not that"
"Well, IT! visit you whenever you are not busy and take notes
on your past political activities/*
"Huh* that would be too dry. However, if you insist, Once in a
while I like to have intelligent company, too. By the way, why do you
use your three-monkey penname, 'San-shin'?"
"That's very simple, sir. I was born at the hour of monkey, in the
monkey month and in the monkey year, according to our zodiacal
system*
"Huh, I imagine that's why you are full of 'monkey-shines.* You
were successful in business, in politics, and also in literature, and what
else-?"

